Age 31]    The Story of the Red Sea Command
Since the date of my last dispatches to you [he wrote] on the subject
of the intended expeditions against Batavia and the Isle of France, I have
received dispatches overland from England, which have determined me
to relinquish for the present the prosecution of those expeditions.
For the contents of those dispatches, and for the measures which I
now propose to pursue, I must refer you to my instructions, of this date,
to Major General Baird, which he is directed to communicate to you,
I have appointed Major General Baird to command the armament,
which is now destined to the Red Sea, and I have appointed you second
in command on that important service.1
The above must have made somewhat galling reading, but
it was capped by Lord Wellesley's private letter of the same
date, in which he tells his brother that,
you must know that I could not employ you in the chief command of so
large a force as is now to proceed to Egypt without violating every rule
of the service . . . and although it was always my intention to employ
you to assemble and prepare the army, I was aware that, if it came to act
in Egypt, you must take the second command.2
One wonders who felt worse over the above, the writer
or the recipient ? For a man of Lord "Wellesley's intellect
to write a letter containing reasoning which no logical mind
could accept, and which he knew his brother would not
believe, must have been a very unpleasant occupation. The
art of bluffing was indeed an exacting one.
Apart from the stupendous statement that Arthur was only
intended to assemble and prepare the army, but not to take
it to Egypt which was certainly not the Governor-General's
original Intention (see orders of November 5th, 1800), Lord
Wellesley's reasoning falls down when he tries to justify his
conduct on the theory that the force proceeding to Egypt was
too large a command to be entrusted to a Colonel. If this
objection was valid, it must have always existed, and yet in
spite of it, the Governor-General had entrusted to Colonel
Wellesley a force that was even larger than that placed under
1 Dispatches^ VoL /, />. 72.
a Supp. Despatches, VoL II, p. $56.
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